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1. Introduction  

With the List & Label Designer, you create or edit different print templates for 
printing information that originates either from a database or another data source. In 
the Designer, you then have all the data at your disposal and can prepare it for 
printing in different way s. 
The Designer always uses the data that is passed from the program, in other words, 
the application handles the process of selecting and compiling the data.  
Thus, "the Designer" is not a self-contained application, but rather is incorporated in 
List & Label as an inherent part of an application.  
The Designer �² the print, preview and export dialog �² is normally started via a menu 
item (e.g. Configuration > Print or Output > Print).  

1.1 General  
The different print templates are re ferred to as "Projects". Along with the actual print 
information, a project also contains, above all, layout specifications such as page size 
and orientation, fonts, colors, frames, circles, lines, graphics etc. The List & Label 
Designer can handle three d ifferent types of projects: Lists, labels and cards.  
The individual elements of such a project are called "objects". For example, a project 
can contain text objects, picture objects and a report container.  
The required objects are normally  selected in the object list, created on the 
workspace with the mouse and then given the respective contents and layout 
properties.  
The List & Label Designer provides different types of objects which you can position 
freely in the workspace and change the  size as required. 

 
Text and contents of variables  

 
Lines 

 
Rectangles 

 
Circles and ellipses 

 
Picture object  

 
Barcode 

 
Report container or Table object (depending on the application): The Report 
container can hold tables, charts and crosstabs.  
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Charts. Schematic view of data.  

 
Crosstabs. For presenting data in multiple dimensions.  

 
Formatted text. For changing the formatting within a line.  

 
Form elements. For entering data in the preview and PDF forma t. 

 
Gauge 

 
HTML content  

 
OLE container. For linking OLE documents (e.g. Word, Excel).  

 
Form templates are placed in the background of the workspace as a template so 
that other objects can be aligned to them. Form templates are not included when 
printing.  

1.2 Screen 
The Designer interface consists of a workspace and different tool windows.  

�ƒ You add objects by means of the ' Objects' toolbar.  

�ƒ The objects are placed in the workspace. You change the shape and size of the 
workspace via Project > Page Setup . 

�ƒ You can select the viewing mode by means of the tabs in the bottom m argin of 
the workspace: Layout, Layout Preview, Preview.  

�ƒ The status bar with the current mouse position, the current operation and the 
position/size.  

�ƒ The variable list displays all variables which are available in the current project; 
for list projects, al l available fields are also displayed.  

�ƒ The layer list shows the different display layers.  

�ƒ The hierarchical object list shows all objects in the order in which they will later 
be printed.  

�ƒ The "Report Structure" shows all elements belonging to a report co ntainer in the 
order in which they will later be printed.  

�ƒ The properties of the selected objects or project are displayed in the properties 
tool window.  
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2. Getting Started  

This chapter describes how to create a simple list based on the combit List & Label 
Sample Application .  
If you use List & Label as part of an application, you can usually start the Designer via 
a menu item or similar. The functionality can differ slightly from the description 
below.  

2.1 The Sample Application  
The Designer is not available as a self-contained application, but rather is 
incorporated in List & Label as an inherent part of an application. For this reason, the 
Sample Application  is used to create the examples.  
You will find the Sample Application  in the program menu of the List & Label 
installation. Alternatively, you can download it as part of the combit List & Label 
program installation at www.combit.net/en/reporting/ . 
You can then start the Designer via the "Design" menu item. Start the print, preview 
and export dialog via the "Print" menu item. Under options, you will find various 
configuration settings such as the language of the program interface or the number 
of sample files.  

 
Figure 2.1: Sample Application 
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2.2 The Sample Database  
The List & Label Sample Application  contains a Micr osoft Access Database for a 
fictitious company called "Northwind" with sample data for a food wholesaler.  
It is a relational database meaning that the data is distributed across several tables. 
Each table contains data elements that are related to one ano ther. For instance, one 
table contains the product data. Another contains the product categories. A table's 
columns are referred to as fields (product name), and the rows of a table as data 
records. 

 
Figure 2.2: Structure of the Microsoft Northwind sample database  

2.3 Produce a Simple Report  
For a first simple report, you will produce a prod uct list in alphabetical order with a 
report title and a company logo.  
1. Start the combit List & Label Sample Application  
2. Choose Design > Extended Samples to start the Designer. 
3. A file selection dialog will appear. To start a new project, choose the New 

butt on.  

Note: This button is not available in Windows XP. Enter a name for the new 
print template in the "File name" field and then choose "Open".  
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To open or edit an existing project, choose Open. 

 
Figure 2.3: Open dialog  

4. The standard project for the respective project type is displayed. This standard 
project is normally an empty workspace with a certain paper siz e and alignment.  

 
Figure 2.4: Empty workspace  
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With label projects, a certain label format (size and arrangement of the individual 
labels on the sheet) is already specified as a default value.  

Note: A standard project  is a standard template for creating projects. However, 
you can change it to suit your needs and save it agai n under the name 
"Default". 

5. If you have chosen "New project wizard" under Project > Options > Workspace 
the project wizard will start.  The project wizard simplifies the job of creating new 
projects by leading you through different page setup options. But y ou will not be 
using the wizard for this example.  

2.3.1 Inserting a Company Logo Into the Report  
For the company logo, please use the "sunshine.gif" file, which you will find in the 
directory for the Sample Application . We also need a "Picture" object. Proceed as 
follows:  
1. In the "Objects" toolbar, choose the "Picture" object type.  

 
Figure 2.5: "Objects" toolbar 

Note:  Objects are your project's building blocks. They are generated in the 
workspace where they are also given a border with which their size and 
position can be changed. This border defines the space that the object takes 
up and thus also the maximum size to which the contents of the respective 
object can be expanded. Objects may overlap fully or partly.  

2. In the workspace, point the mouse to the position where the upper left corner of 
the object is to begin. The mouse cursor changes to a crosshair. Hold down the 
left mouse button and drag the crosshair to the lower right corner of the planned 
object. Release the mouse button when the object (the dashed border) is the 
right size. 

Note:  Objects can be added to the workspace in different wa ys: via the menu 
Objects > Insert , via the toolbar or via keyboard shortcuts, or with Drag & Drop  
from the list of variables.  

3. A file selection dialog will appear. Select the image file that you want.  

Note:  The following formats are avail able: WMF, EMF, BMP, DIB, PCX, SCR, 
TIFF, GIF, JPEG, PCD, PNG and ICO. As a general rule, you should use the RGB 
color space (not CYMK). List & Label itself supports transparency in PNG files 
by using the corresponding Windows functions. In our experience the majority 
of printer drivers do not support transparency so that reports with e.g. partly 
transparent PNG files should thoroughly  be tested on the actual hard -software 
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combination. If that is not possible we recommend doing without the alpha 
channel.  
In addition, you can insert the picture into the project by enabling the (" Embed 
image in project file " checkbox option. This option copies the image to the 
project thus making it available even without the external file.  

4. After you select the file, the logo  will be inserted.  

 
Figure 2.6: Report with pict ure object  

2.3.2 Adding a Title to the Report  
Use a text object to add a title to the report. Text objects let you place text in the 
workspace. As well as fixed text, you can also insert the contents of fields (variables) 
from the database (e.g. company name), o r you can use functions (page number, 
date etc.).  
1. In the "Objects" toolbar, choose the "Text" object type.  

 
Figure 2.7: "Objects" toolbar 

2. In the workspace, hold down the left mouse button and pull the object to the 
required size. 

3. The formula wizard will now appear which you can use to define the contents of 
the text object.  
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This dialog consists of a series of tabs each containing different elements to be 
edited. The following chapters explain the meanings of these elements in more 
detail. 
�ƒ Variables and Functions: the available variables, fields and functions.  
�ƒ Condition: for defining IF -THEN-ELSE conditions. 
�ƒ Text: for entering fixed text and tabs.  
�ƒ Date Format: different date formats.  
�ƒ Number Format: different number formats.  
�ƒ Operators: available conjunction operators.  
You can also enter the expression that you want directly in the edit box  or 
modify the text that is there (e.g. put something in brackets).  
Therefore, enter our title " List of products " directly. Fixed text must be enclosed 
in quotation marks. Enter names of variables and functions without brackets.  

 
Figure 2.8: Text in the formula wizard 

Note:  Please note that there are two ways of writing expressions, depending 
on their use.  You will find more information about this in the chapter " Variables, 
Formulae and Expressions". 

4. The title will be displayed when you close the dialog with OK.  
5. Enlarge the letters by changing the font size in the mini toolbar that  appears 

automatically . 
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Figure 2.9: Formatting menu  in mini toolbar  

6. You have now added the title:  

 
Figure 2.10: Report with text object  

2.3.3 Insert the Table for the Product List  
Use the "Report Container" object to add a table to the report. As the name says, a 
report container can hold several objects: tables, charts and crosstabs can be added 
in any order.  

Note:  The report container is not available in all applications. In applications that 
don't have the report container, use the "Table" object.  

1. In the "Objects" toolbar, choose the "Report Container" object type.  

 
Figure 2.11: "Objects" toolbar 
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